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CRUELTY. MAGISTRATE INDIFFERENT RARELY VISITS PRISON
RECEIVE COMPLAINTS, GOVERNOR ALMOST UNAPPROACHABLE.
BEFORE HUNGER STRIKE, WARDERS RUDE, RUFFIANLY STUDI-
OUSLY INSULTING. THEY DECLINE TAKE COMPLAINTS, NATIVE
WARDERS CRUEL, UNWARRANTABLY THRASH PASSIVE RESIS-
TERS WITH IMPUNITY. PRAGJI DESAI, WHOM YOU KNOW,
WAS WITHOUT CAUSE ROUGHLY ASSAULTED MAKING HIM
FALL, WAS THEN DRAGGED TO CELL LYING IN AGONY
CONSIDERABLE TIME BEFORE RECEIVING ATTENTION AND RE-
QUIRED ELEVEN DAYS* HOSPITAL TREATMENT. PHCENIX SCHOOL
STUDENT SIXTEEN YEARS ROUGHLY ASSAULTED. RUSTOMJEE,
MANILAL GANDHI OTHERS ALL KNOWN TO YOU KICKED,
ROUGHLY HANDLED, INSULTED, CALLED COOLIES IN SPITE

REPEATED PROTESTS MANY NOT RECEIVED SANDALS, SOCKS,
SOME DEPRIVED SANDALS ON ASKING SOCKS. DIRTY UN-
WASHED GAOL CLOTHING ISSUED. PROTESTS AGAINST SUCH
DIRTY DANGEROUSLY INSANITARY HABIT UNHEEDED AND
JEERED AT. GAOL LIBRARY BOOKS NOT ISSUED, PREVENTED
FROM TAKING THEIR OWN. RUSTY DISHES, RUSTY PANNIKINS
CONTINUOUSLY ISSUED. FOOD INFERIOR QUALITY, GHEE ADUL-
TERATED. OFTEN UNDER-COOKED BEANS ISSUED CAUSING
DYSENTERY, FROM WHICH SOME LADIES WHO ARE STILL IN
DURBAN GAOL ARE SUFFERING. COCKROACHES, MAGGOTS
FOUND IN FOOD, YET FOOD NOT REPLACED. BY WAY
PROTEST AGAINST SUCH ILL-TREATMENT MANY HUNGER
STRUCK. FAST LASTED FOUR DAYS. FOURTH DAY ONE OF
THEM VEGETARIAN BY RELIGION FORCIBLY FED WITH MILK
AND EGGS. STRIKE DISSOLVED BY GAOLER PROMISING RELIEF
WHICH NEVER CAME. DURING STRIKE PRISONERS ASKED SEE
GOVERNOR WHO WAS NOT SEEN TILL AFTER TWENTY-
FOUR HOURS. THEY HAD ALSO HUNGER STRIKE IN MARTTZ-
BURG FOR THREE DAYS BEFORE RATIONING GHEE WAS IS-
SUED. RUSTOMJEE'S STATEMENT1 OF GRIEVANCES HAS CREATED
SENSATION. DISCHARGED PASSIVE RESISTERS SHOW FIXED
DETERMINATION COURT RE-ARREST IMMEDIATELY, IF NECES-
SARY* PREPARING AFFIDAVITS SUBMISSION GOVERNMENT, RE-
QUESTING INQUIRY*2
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1  Vide the preceding item.

2 An abstract of this cable was released to the Press and appeared in
/*&* Opinion, 29-10-1913.